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The Michigan Department of Military and Veterans (DMVA) Affairs and the School of Criminal Justice at Michigan
State University
(MSU) have partnered with the Naval Postgraduate Schoolâ€™s (NPS) Center for Homeland Defense and Security
(CHDS) to launch the first of
four new courses in homeland defense and security. The courses are designed specifically for members of the
Michigan National Guard,
military and other public safety personnel. The certificate program has been adapted from the curriculum developed
for National Guard
personnel by the CHDS and is delivered by MSU through the national University and Agency Partnership Initiative
(UAPI).
The first class, "Foundations of Homeland Defense and Security," began January 11 with an overview of the
homeland defense
and security system and its historical evolution in relationship to the established, all-hazards emergency
management system. The 15-week
class also will explore the fundamentals of terrorism and the threat; homeland defense and security policies and
organizations; legal and
jurisdictional issues; and other related topics.
"The course is designed to provide National Guard personnel, reservists and state or local public safety personnel
who would
interact together in the field in response to either terrorist attacks or major natural disasters with a comprehensive
introduction to
the major issues essential for understanding homeland defense and security at both the theoretical and practical
levels," said Dr.
Phil Schertzing, an instructor in the MSU School of Criminal Justice.
Other courses in the series include: Multidisciplinary Approaches to Homeland Defense and Security; Strategic
Planning and
Organizational Imperatives in Homeland Defense and Security and Special Topics in Homeland Defense and
Security.
All courses in this new certificate program are offered as "hybrid" courses, with traditional, instructor-led classroom
sessions on drill weekends at the new DMVA Reserve Forces Support Center in Lansing and supplemented by
online activities between
classes using MSU’s ANGEL Learning Management System. "We are committed to filling the need for high level
homeland
security and homeland defense education in Michigan. Our soldiers and airmen already have full time careers,
families and National
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Guard training, so to provide training in a new field like homeland security required us to find innovative solutions,"
explained
Brigadier General Michael McDaniel, MI Homeland Security Advisor and Assistant Adjutant General for Homeland
Security and graduate of
the CHDS Master’s Degree Program.
Participants can apply class credits toward a degree program at MSU, at another institution or toward a Certificate in
Homeland
Defense and Security offered by the MSU School of Criminal Justice.
CHDS makes available through the partnership its curriculum, distance learning technology, Homeland Security
Digital Library and
all other resources. In return, partners share their curriculum and specialized expertise with the UAPI partners. This
provides a
cost-effective way to educate thousands of students beyond the NPS campus by reducing the time and resources
required of universities
and agencies having to build their own curricula and programs from scratch. CHDS works with over 200 university
and agency partners to
increase the number and diversity of students receiving homeland security education, accelerate the establishment
of high-quality
academic programs and provide opportunities for collaboration. Similar programs are already operating in Arizona,
Missouri and Colorado and
will soon begin in Pennsylvania and Virginia.
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